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CHAPTER 175
MARRIED PERSONS (PROTECTION)

[1st August, 1953]

1 ThisAct may becited asthe Married Persons (Protection) Act.
Rights of Husband and Wife as Between Themselves

2. Any marriedwoman may gpply toacourt of summary jurisdictionacting
withinthejudicia districtinwhichthe cause of complaint, wholly or partialy,
hasarisenfor an order or orders, which the court ishereby authorised to make,
containingal or any of theprovisonsfollowing-

@ that the applicant be no longer bound to cohabit with her
husband, which provisonwhileinforceshdl havetheeffectin
all respectsof adecreeof judicial separation on theground of
cruelty;

(b) that thelega custody of any children of the marriage between
theapplicant and her husband, while under theage of sixteen
years, becommitted to the applicant;

Ch. 185,
R.L.,1958.
CAP 141,

R.E. 1980-1990.
32 of 1980.
220f 1987.

24 of 1988,

32 0of 1999.
Short title.

Ordersto which
wifeisentitled.

(© that the husband shall pay to the applicant persondly, or forher  320f 1980.

useto any officer of thecourt, or to any other persononher ~ 80f 1994.
behalf, such weekly sum not exceeding one hundred dollarsas
the court, having regard to the means both of the husband and
thewife, considersreasonable;

! The Family CourtsAct, CAP. 93, overridesthejurisdictional provisionsof thisAct asis

required for the purposes of the Family Courts Act.
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32 0f 1980.
8of 1994.

Groundsof wife's
application.

CAP. 98.
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(d)

©

that, wherethelegal custody of any children of themarriage
has been committed to the applicant, the husband shall pay to
theapplicant, or to any officer of the court or other personon
her behadf, such weekly sum not exceedingfifty dollarsasthe
court, having regard to the meansboth of the husband and the
wife, considersreasonable, for the maintenance of each child
until thechild attainsthe age of sixteenyears,

that the applicant or the husband, or both of them, pay the
costsof the court and such reasonabl e costs of either of the
partiesasthe court may think fit.

3.-(1) Anapplication by amarried woman for an order or ordersunder
thisAct shall alege one or moreof thefollowing grounds-

@

()

©
(d)

©

(f)

that the husband has been convicted summarily of an
aggravated assault upon her within themeaning of section
50 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) Act;

that the husband has been convicted upon indictment of an
assault upon her and sentenced to pay afine of morethan
fifty dollarsor to aterm of imprisonment exceeding two
months,

that the husband has deserted her;

that the husband hasbeen guilty of persistent cruelty to her,
or to her children;

that the husband hasbeen guilty of wilful neglect to provide
reasonable maintenancefor her or her infant childrenwhom
heislegdly lidbletomaintain;

that the husband isahabitual drunkard;
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Married Persons (Protection) [CAP.175 7

(9) that the husband, whilesuffering from avenerea diseaseand
knowing that hewas so suffering, ing sted on having sexud
intercoursewith her;

(h) that the husband has compelled her to submit herself to
progtitution;

() that the husband has been guilty of adultery.

(2) Whenthehusband has, inthe opinion of the court, been guilty of such
conduct aswaslikely to result, and hasresulted, inthewife ssubmitting herself
to prostitution, he shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to have
compelled her soto submit herself.

(3) Whereamarried woman is entitled to apply for an order or orders
under thissection ontheground of theconvictionof her husband uponindictment,
she may apply to the Supreme Court upon the conviction of her husband to
make such order, and that court shall, for the purposes of thissection, havethe
power without ajury to hear the application and to makethe order or orders
applied for and to exerciseal the other jurisdiction and powers of acourt of
summary jurisdiction under thisAct.

4, Any married man may apply toacourt of summary jurisdictionacting  Ordersto which
withinthejudicial districtinwhich thecauseof complaint, wholly or partialy, ~ husband is
hasarisenfor anorder or orders, which the court ishereby authorised to make, entitled.
containingal or any of thefollowing provisons-
@ that the applicant be no longer bound to cohabit with hiswife,
which provisonwhileinforceshdl havetheeffectindl repects
of adecreeof judicia separation ontheground of cruelty;
(b) that thelegal custody of any children of the marriage between
theapplicant and hiswife, whileunder theage of Sixteenyears,
be committed to the applicant;
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000

Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



8 CAP. 175] Married Persons (Protection)
(©) that the applicant shall pay to hiswife personaly, or for her
useto any officer of the court, or to any third person on her
320f 1980. behalf, such weekly sum not exceeding one hundred dollars
8of 1994. asthe court, having regard to the means both of the husband
and thewife, considersreasonable;
8of 1994, (d) that the applicant shall pay to hiswifeor to any officer of the
court or other person on her behalf, such weekly sum not
exceeding fifty dollarsasthe court, having regard tothemeans
both of the husband and thewife, considersreasonablefor
themaintenance of each child until such child attainsthe age of
sxteenyears,
8of 1994. @) that theapplicant or thewife, or both of them, pay the costs of
the court, and such reasonable costs of either of them asthe
court may think fit.
Grounds of 5. An gpplication by amarried manfor an order or ordersunder thisAct
husband’s shall allege oneor moreof thefollowing grounds-
application.
(@ that thewifeisahabitua drunkard,
8of 1994. (b) that thewifeisguilty of persstent cruelty tohimor tohis
children;
(© that thewifehasbeen guilty of adultery;
8of 1994. (d)  thatthewifehasdeserted him.
Definition of 6. For the purposes of sections 3 and 5, “habitual drunkard” meansa
“habitual person who, not being amenableto any jurisdiction asaperson of unsound
drunkard”. mind, is, notwithstanding, by reason of habitual intemperate drinking of
intoxicating liquor, or the habitua taking or using, except upon medicd advice,
CAP.103. of opium or other dangerousdrugswithin the meaning of the Misuseof Drugs
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Act, at timesdangerousto himself or herself or to others, or incapable of
managing himsdlf or herself, and hisor her affairs.

Restriction on Making of Ordersand
Power to Vary, Discharge, etc.

7. Thecourt shdl not makean order ontheapplication of either thehusband  Condonation of,
or thewife ontheground of adultery, unlessit issatisfied that the applicant has ~ connivance at,
not condoned or connived at, or by hisor her wilful neglect or misconduct 22:3:3‘:}“
F:onduceq to, the adultery, and that the appl | cationisnot made or repr&en}gd adultery (,fbar o
incollusonwiththeother party to themarriage or any personwithwhomitis ifesor

alleged that adultery had been committed: husband’s order.

Provided that no order asismentioned in section 2 (¢) shall bemadetoa
wifeif itisproved that she committed adultery without the husband’sconnivance
or consent.

8.-(1) Where, onthehearing of an applicationfor an order of maintenance,  Power to make
theapplication isadjourned for any period exceeding oneweek, thecourt may ~ order forinterim
order that the husband paysto thewife, or toan officer of thecourt, or any third ~ P&Yments.
person on her behaf, aweekly sum, not exceeding such an amount asmight be

ordered to be paid under afina order, for the maintenance of thewifeand any

child or childrenin her custody until thefinal determination of the case.

(2) Theorder directing apayment under subsection (1) shal not remainin
operation for morethan three monthsfrom the date on which it wasmade.

(3) Any order under subsection (1) shal beenforcedinlike manner asif it
wereafina order of thecourt.
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Discharge of
order on
resumption of
cohabitation or on
committing
adultery.

320f 1999.

320f 1980.

Power to vary or
discharge order.

80of 1994.

Saving of power
of Supreme Court
to make order for

judicial separation,

etc.
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9.-(1) If any married woman upon whose application an order has been
made under thisAct, voluntarily resumes co-habitation with her husband, that
order shall upon proof thereof be discharged:

Provided that the court may, if it thinksfit, in the event of the order being
discharged, make anew order that the legal custody of the children of the
marriage shall continueto be committed to thewife, and that subject to the
proviso to section 7, the husband shall pay to thewife or to any officer of the
court or any third person on her behalf, aweekly sum not exceeding twenty
dollarsfor themaintenance of each such child until the child attainsthe age of
sSixteenyears.

2 Inmaking the order referred toin the proviso to thissection, the court
shdl haveregard primarily to theinterests of the children.

10. A courtof summary jurisdiction actingwithinthedidtrict, inwhichany
order under this Act has been made may-

@ on the application of the married woman or of her husband,
and upon cause being shown upon fresh evidenceto the
satisfaction of the court, at any timealter, vary or discharge
any such order; and

(b) uponany suchgpplication, fromtimetotimeincreaseor diminish
theamount of any weekly payment ordered to be made, so
that it doesnot in any case exceed the weekly sum of one
hundred dollarsinthe case of thewifeandfifty dollarsinthe
caseof each child.

11.-(1) NothinginthisAct shal impair the power or authority of the Supreme
Court tomakean order for thejudicia separation of ahusband and wifeand
for the payment of alimony, permanently or pendentelite, by the husband to
thewife.
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Married Persons (Protection) [CAP.175 1n

(2) Inevery caseof judicia separation-

(@ asfrom the date of the decree and so long asthe separation
continues, any property whichisacquired by or devolvesupon
thewifeshall not be affected by any restraint upon anticipation
attached to the enjoyment by thewife of any property under
any settlement, agreement for asettlement, will or other
ingrumen;

(b) if alimony hasbeen ordered to be paid and has not been duly
paid by the husband, heshall beliablefor necessariessupplied
for theuseof hiswife.

12.-(2) If, onthe application of amarried woman, it appearstothecourtthata  Continuation of
childisor will beengaged onacourseof educationor training after attainingthe  paymentin
ageof sixteen years, or that the child is suffering from amental or physical ~ certain cases.
disability, andit istherefore expedient for paymentsto be made under an order

made under section 2 (d) or 9 (1) after the child attainsthat age, the court may

order that paymentsbe so madefor such period not exceeding two yearsfrom

the date of the order asmay be specified in the order.

(2) Theperiod specifiedinan order under subsection (1) may fromtimeto
time be extended by a subsequent order so made, but shall not in any case
extend beyond the date when the child attainsthe age of eighteen years.

13.  TheNationd Assembly may by resolutionamendthemaximumweekly ~ Amendment by

sum which may be ordered under section 2 (c) or (d) or under section 9 (1). rNe;‘i"oUr:iaJO” of

Assembly.
Procedure and Appeals

14.  All applicationsunder thisAct shall be madein accordancewiththe  Procedure.
Summary Jurisdiction Acts, and in the case of aconviction of ahusbandfor  CAP.98.

aggravated assault upon hiswife, her application may, by leave of the court, be CAR99.
made by summonsto beissued and made returnableimmediately upon such
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Enforcement of
orders.

CAPR173.

CAP.173.

Enforcement of
order asto
custody.

CAP. 99.

Notice of change
of address.

Court may refuse
an order in cases
morefit for the
Supreme Court.
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conviction.

15.-(1) The payment of any sum of money directed to be paid by any order
under thisAct may be enforced in the same manner asthe payment of money
isenforced under an order of affiliation made pursuant to the Familiesand
ChildrenAct.

(2) Wherethe court makes an order under this Act for the payment of
money periodically by one personto another, it may, if it thinksfit, order that
the payment shal | be made through the coll ecting officer appointed under the
Familiesand Children Act, and thereupon all the provisionsof thesaid Act
rel ating to the collection of money under affiliation ordersshall, mutatismutan-
dis, apply tothecollection of al sumsof money payable periodically pursuant
tothisAct.

16. Whereanorder under thisAct containsaprovision committingtothe
applicant thelegal custody of any children of themarriage, acopy of theorder
may be served upon any personinwhoseactua custody the children may for
thetime being be, and thereupon the provision may, without prejudiceto any
other remedy open to the gpplicant, be enforced under the Summary Jurisdic-
tion (Procedure) Act, asif it werean order of the court requiring that person
to give up thechildren to the applicant.

17.  Any personfor thetimebe ng under an obligation to make payments,
including costs, under an order made under thisAct shall givenoticeto such
persons, if any, asmay be specifiedintheorder of any change of address, and
any person failing to give such notice without reasonable excuseisliableon
summary convictionto afine not exceeding one hundred and twenty-five dol-
lars.

18.-(2) If, inthe opinion of acourt of summary jurisdiction, the mattersin
question between the partiesor any of them would be more conveniently dealt
with by the Supreme Court, the court of summary jurisdiction may refuseto
make an order, and in such case no appeal shall liefrom the decision of the
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court of summary jurisdiction.

(2) The Supreme Court or ajudgethereof shall have power by order in
any proceeding inthe Supreme Court relating to or comprising the same sub-
ject matter asthe application refused under subsection (1), or any part thereof,
to direct the court of summary jurisdictionto rehear and determinethat matter.

19.  Anapped shdll liefromany order or therefusal of any order by acourt  Appeal.
of summary jurisdiction under thisAct to the Supreme Court under Part X of
the Supreme Court of Judicature Act. CAR 9L
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